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IMPACT Athletes 15U FAQ 
 

Q: "What is your mission and values? 
  

Our motto is to “pursue the crown.”  In 1 Corinthians 9:25, Paul wrote, “Everyone who competes in 
the games goes into strict training.  They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a 
crown that will last forever” (NIV).  As athletes, we dedicate countless hours of attention and focus to 
developing in our sport.  Although we should pursue our passion in athletics with all of our ability, we 
should equally be pursuing our relationship with God because as Paul writes, the crowns of our sport 
will not last, but the crown of Christ will last forever. 
 
What this means for us as coaches and players is that we ought to play the game differently than the 
average baseball player does.  We must buy in to the following values: Hustle, Attitude, and 
Toughness.  When other teams, parents, umpires, and coaches watch us play, we aspire for them to 
notice a difference in the way we play the game.  We play for a higher purpose.  We do not take our 
God-given talents for granted.  We play every pitch as if it were our last.  Our coaches and players 
hustle on and off the field at all times.  We have good attitudes, encourage one another, and respond 
appropriately both to victory and adversity.  Finally, we play the game with an unrivaled toughness, 
both physically and mentally. 
 
 

Q: "Do you play in showcase tournaments?” 
 
Many teams these days pour a lot of money, time, and travel into showcase baseball at the 15 and 
16U levels. Although it is extremely important for our boys to be seen by collegiate and professional 
scouts, the timing in which this occurs is of the utmost importance.  Based on our experience as 
players, as well as our teammates' experiences, scouts do not spend much time at showcases for 
players that are younger than 17 years old.  There are simply too many players that are 17 and 18 
years old that the scouts need to evaluate and recruit. 
 
After fall ball, we give our families feedback on our recommendations regarding which tournaments 
we should pursue. We then survey our families on locations, types of tournaments, in-town vs. out of 
town, etc.  From this feedback, we build a schedule that meets the needs of each team. 
 
2019 Schedule: 
 

• Triple Crown Lee’s Summit 
• Kansas City Showcase 
• University of Missouri 
• USSSA State 
• Triple Crown Lee’s Summit 
• USSSA 3&2 Johnson County 
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Q: "Who will coach the team?" 
 

Current coaches are Jason Decker (P, Mount Vernon) and Cooper Morrison (UTIL, Maple Woods 
CC). Coaching assignments may change from year to year. 
 

Q: "What does your summer program entail?"  
 

We will begin practicing immediately following the conclusion of our players' freshman/junior varsity 
season (mid May).  The program will run through early to mid-July.  We will play in 6 tournaments.  
Depending on the team's success, six tournaments will result in anywhere between 24 and 36 
tournament games.  Our goal is to schedule our first tournament for Memorial Day weekend and 
conclude with our final tournament on either the Fourth of July weekend or the following weekend.  
 
The teams will have two practices each week.  In the past, practices were held at Staley High School 
(Mondays) and at Avila University/St. Pius X (Tuesdays). Typically, practices are from 6 pm - 8 pm at 
Staley and 5-8 pm at Avila/St. Pius X.   
 

Q: "What opportunities for ministry and community service does your program have to offer?"  
 

On Mondays and Wednesdays, we partner with various organizations throughout the Kansas City 
area.  Two options have included Habitat for Humanity and YMCA's Challenger program.   This is a 
program for children and young adults with special needs that exemplifies "how participating in 
healthy activities can result in not only improved physical fitness but also personal growth, fun and 
friendships." Our players and coaches serve as "buddies" with the participants while they play the 
sport of baseball. 
 
On tournament weekends, our players have the option of meeting together with the coaching staff for 
a bible study.  In addition to the bible, we use are currently doing a book study of Gods at War. 
 

Q: "What is the cost of the summer program and what is included?"  
 

Our goal would be to have a 13-man roster.  The cost of the program is based on the size of the 
roster.  The roster size and associated costs are listed below: 
 
12-man roster: $1,700 
 
13-man roster: $1,575 
 
14-man roster: $1,475 
 
This cost includes tournament fees, some gate fees, practice facilities, paid coaches, some 
equipment, team insurance, administrative fees, USSSA registration, etc.  The costs of uniforms 
are not included in this price.  The required items typically run $210, but those items are good for 2-3 
years with the program.   
 

Q: "Is there a payment plan available?" 
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Upon signing a contract with IMPACT Athletes, we require a nonrefundable deposit.  This is required 
in order to reserve a spot on the roster.  The remaining nonrefundable fees will be spread out over 
time (4 payments: 10/15, 12/15, and 2/15).  Ultimately, the remaining balance must be paid prior to 
the team's first tournament. 
 
We want to express to our families the seriousness of signing a contract and committing to play for 
this program.  When you commit to playing for IMPACT Athletes, you are not only making 
a commitment to the coaching staff, but more importantly, you are committing to your future 
teammates and their families.  We take our commitments seriously and uphold our no refund policy to 
ensure that families do not back out of their commitment and leave their teammates hanging.  This 
policy applies to all circumstances.  We want to ensure that our team is competitive and that we have 
enough players to compete in our scheduled tournaments.   
 

Q: "Do you offer fall ball?"  
 
Yes.  Our 15U team will play roughly 12 games over a 6-week period. 
 
Cost: $500 
 
Time Frame: mid August - early October 
 
Location: a variety of USSSA 3&2 tournaments and double headers at various locations. 
 
Practices: Gold Glove Academy once per week for two hours in the evening. 
 
 

Q: "Do you do anything in the winter? "  
 
Many of our players participate in other sports, so we do not have required participation in the winter.  
Rather, we try to offer a few options for players to continue to develop in preparation for their spring 
high school season.  Here are a few options we offer: 
 

• Many of our coaches are available for individual and group lessons. 
• In February, we have weekly optional team workouts for a small fee that goes directly to 

renting the facility. 
 

Q: "We are interested.  What is the next step?" 
 

Please contact us at iaofkc@gmail.com to schedule a tryout.  Tryout fees are $20.  This cost pays for 
the fees associated with renting a facility to conduct the tryout.  Tryouts are at Staley High School. 
	
Monday, July 8th at 5:30 pm 
 
Monday, July 22nd at 5:30 pm  
 
Friday, July 26th at 1pm (If needed) 
 


